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REMARKS 

Applicant thanks the examiner for his attention to the application. The application has been 
amended in view of the examiners comments. No new matter has been entered with any of the 
foregoing amendments. 

Claims 1-30 are pending in the application. Claims 14, 29 and 30 are rejected in view of 
certain informalities. Claims 6-1 1, 13, 14, 21, 22 and 27-30 are rejected under §112. Claims 1, 3- 
13, 15-18 and 20 are rejected under 35 USC §103 over Vogt (D436,840) in view of Hsiang 
(6,540,189). Claim 2 is rejected under 35 USC §103 over Vogt in view of Hsiang and Einhorn 
(3,995,822). Claim 14 is rejected under 35 USC §103 over Vogt in view of Hsiang. Claim 19 is 
rejected under 35 USC §103 over Vogt in view of Wijsman (4,440,371). Claims 21 and 22 are 
rejected under 35 USC §103 over Vogt in view of Kunz (5,836,109). Claims 23-26 and 27 are 
rejected under 35 USC §103 over Vogt in view of Jen (5,417,352). Claim 28 is rejected under 35 
USC §103 over Vogt in view of Einhorn (3,995,822). Claim 28 is rejected under 35 USC §103 
over Vogt in view of Einhorn (3,995,822) and Lawler (5,163,590). 

Vogt is cited for showing a hanger body having multiple runners with a hook piece 
mounted through a hole in the hanger body and clips mounted to the ends of the runner. Vogt does 
not show a body having a tapered hole and/or a circular and/or an oval-shaped body; and/or a hook 
piece with an annular stop; and/or a slit shaft portion that extends through an end retainer piece 
and/or a stop; and/or a disk-shaped flanged end; and/or tab stops. Nor does Vogt disclose, suggest, 
or provide any inference or motivation to overcome such deficiencies. 

Hsiang is cited for showing a circular body 21 that rotates around a hook 1 1 and resilient 
adjustable belts 23. Hsiang does not disclose or suggest a tapered hole, a stop piece along the 
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shank of the hook 1 1, a longitudinal slot in the hook shaft and/or retainer clips at the belts 23 that 
couple directly to a pot. Nor does Hsiang disclose, suggest, or provide any inference or motivation 
that teaches or suggests the modification and combination proposed by the examiner. Any 
combination of Hsiang with Vogt is therefore an impermissible reconstruction and any 
modifications with other references are not believed supported from the teachings of Hsiang. 

Einhorn discloses a swivel having a yoke piece 20, a hook 21 and a flanged end 32 and 
wherein a tapered end portion of the hook 21 is mounted in a tapered bore 27 of the yoke 20. The 
hook 21 does not include a stop piece and/or a longitudinal slot in the hook shaft. Nor does the 
yoke include clip mounted runners. 

Moreover, each of Einhorn's disclosed yoke configurations are intended to mount to a wall 
surface and not to support resilient runners. Einhorn's hook is thereby intended to mount in an 
inverted condition versus applicant's assembly, with the end 32 acting as a stop for the hook and 
thus negating the need for a stop. Nor does Einhorn disclose, suggest, or provide any inference or 
motivation that teaches or suggests the modification and combination proposed by the examiner. 
The examiner's hindsight selection of features common with the claimed invention is therefore an 
impermissible reconstruction and any modifications with other references are not supported from 
the teachings of Einhorn nor possible without undue experimentation. 

Wijsman is cited for showing resilient clips 6. The clips are mounted to runners 5 that 
extend from a non-rotatable suspension member 4. The clips include tongues 7 or 21 and require 
the cooperation with an adjoining leg 8. Wijsman does not suggest the mounting of his clips to a 
two-piece rotatable assembly, nor does he suggest a coupler having a flanged end and a displaced 
stop. Nor does Wijsman disclose, suggest, or provide any inference or motivation that teaches or 
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suggests the modification and combination proposed by the examiner. The examiner's hindsight 
selection of features common with the claimed invention is therefore an impermissible 
reconstruction and any modifications with other references are not supported from the teachings of 
Wijsman. 

Kunz is cited for showing runners 20 with displaced annular flanges 22 that project from 
the ends of stringers 20. Flanges 50 and 52 are provided at the hook. Kunz's hook, however, is not 
mounted through a hole in a body piece and the stem 46 does not include one or more slits to 
segment the stem 46 and/or either of the flanges 50 and 52. Nor does Kunz disclose, suggest, or 
provide any inference or motivation that teaches or suggests the modification and combination 
proposed by the examiner. The examiner's hindsight selection of features common with the 
claimed invention is therefore an impermissible reconstruction and any modifications with other 
references are not believed supported from the teachings of Kunz. See also Schwartz (fig. 5), 
which has a longitudinal slot that does not bifurcate the shaft or extend through the stop 17. 

Jen is cited for showing a hook 30 with a slit shaft 31. Jen, in fact, discloses a clothes 
hanger with a hook 30 having two fixing tennons 31 that flex to allow projections 32 to be captured 
in holes 22 at a connector piece 20. The hook 30 does not rotate within the connector piece 20; 
rather the connector piece 20 rotates at a groove 21. Nor does Jen disclose, suggest, or provide any 
inference or motivation that teaches or suggests the modification and combination proposed by the 
examiner. The examiner's hindsight selection of features common with the claimed invention is 
therefore believed to be an impermissible reconstruction and any modifications with other 
references are not believed supported from the teachings of Jen. 
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Lawler is cited for showing a tapered projection 1 14. Lawler, like Jen, discloses a clothes 
hanger with a hook piece. Attachment is effected at a lower shankpiece 1 13 having a central shaft 
1 16 and two thin pieces 1 1 8 and claws 1 19. The shankpiece 1 13 is clearly distinguishable from 
applicant's segmented shaft and retainer and/or stop pieces. Nor does Lawler disclose, suggest, or 
provide any inference or motivation that teaches or suggests the modification and combination 
proposed by the examiner. The examiner's hindsight selection of features common with the 
claimed invention is therefore an impermissible reconstruction and any modifications with other 
references are not believed supported from the teachings of Lawler. 

In distinction to the foregoing references, applicant at independent claims 31, 35 and 36, 
claims a two-piece, rotatable assembly for supporting plant holders or pots. A hanger body 
includes a through hole, and the bore of which can have tapered sidewalls, which receives a hook 
piece. The hook piece includes a retainer piece that depends from a distal end of a shaft and a 
displaced stop. A longitudinal slot extends through the retainer and along the shaft intermediate 
the stop and/or also through the stop. The retainer piece and/or stop piece and/or body and/or clips 
can exhibit various different shapes as claimed at the dependent claims, which features are also 
believed allowable in view of their novel combinations with an allowable independent claim. The 
foregoing combinations are neither disclosed nor suggested in any of the cited references, nor 
would the various combinations of features be obvious, except by impermissible hindsight 
reconstruction and undue experimentation. 

With the foregoing amendments, explanation and comments, the claims are therefore 
believed distinguishable over the art and the application is in a condition for allowance. Applicant 
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requests the examiners reconsideration of the application and an early notice to the allowance 



thereof. 



If any matters remain that can be handled with a telephone conference, the 



examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted, 





Paul Vogt 
(612) 669-0224 
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